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NOVELISTIC SKILL OF WASHINGTON IRVING 

(    ) 

Washington Irving, an original and talented romantic, stands at the source in American national li-
terature as a novelist – humorist creator of a comic book and satirical chronicles, essayist, author of travel 
books, a delicate stylist and a magnificent landscape painter. It begins with a foreign story, a genre that 
plays an important role in the novel in the history of national literature. The booklet genre was developed 
by romanticists, realists, naturalists of the nineteenth century and writers of the twentieth century. Creating 
his first and most famous story “Rip Van Winkle” (1819), Irving, by his own admission tried to give a ro-
mantic colorist to national life nature, which had not been yet established in it. The Catskills mountains 
are the spurs of the Appalachians. Their majestic fairy-tale outline is the first thing that introduces the 
reader into the atmosphere of a purely American and at the same time magical tale. In the mountains there 
are gnomes creatures that traditional for European romanticism, but among the ironic American which 
appear in local color, they have a camisole with gallant, a short belt and a dirk a cocked hat with feathers 
red stockings and shoes with buckles; they had definitely left the old Flemish painting brought from Hol-
land to the New world by the first settlers. Instead of a magical drink the gnomes, like seasoned squatters, 
draining a keg of Dutch vodka, passionately playing skittles, with excitement play skittles while remaining 
with this creature of the fantasy world. Irving the first American romantic began his work by introducing 
into it and simultaneously mimicking the attributes of European romanticism. This becomes a characteris-
tic feature of his short stories. 

It seems to the reader that Irving is obscene in describing the scene, it is not without reason that 
younger handsome Herman Melville exclaimed “Rip, but where did Rap van Winkle live?!”/ 

With a commemoration of a fantastic beginning with a realistic soft transitions everyday into a 
magical, not a permanent feature of the romantic manner of Irving the novelist. The motive for a magical 
dream used into the stories of Rip Van Winkle is very old. It is known ancient literature: 1.Most popular in 
German folk tales about Frederick Barbosa. 2. Found in the Celtic epic. 3. Knights in verse novels in folk 
tales of India, Greece and other countries. Almost always it has a tragic color, waking up, a person dies 
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and in comprehensible and lonely. In Irving’s story does not have a shadow of drama. The narration is 
carried out in mildly ironic and deliberately “mundane” colors. The rip – “simple, good- natured”, “hum-
ble hammered spouse” – appears before the reader wandering along a wooden street, surrounded by a 
gang of boys love him. Lazy, carefree with friends in zucchini gossip of political events of semi recession, 
he knows only one passion – to roam in the mountains with a gun behind him. What effect do author re-
ceive by immersing such a hero in a magical dream for twenty years? Comic Rip woke up, how nature has 
changed: the small stream turned into a stormy stream, the forest grew and became impassable the appear-
ance of the village changed (“together with the former equanimity and sleepy calm, businessmen appear in 
everything, assert and draw up”). Only Rip himself did not change. He did not have any magic dream, – 
All the same sloth, a lover of chatting and gossip. To emphasize the humorous immutability of his worth-
less nature, the author gives in the person of Rip’s son on exact copy of his sloth father and ragged man. 

The war of independence can be waged, it will overthrow it with English tyranny, the new politi-
cal system will be strengthened the former colony can turn into a republic, only he dissolute laziness will 
remain the same. Young Rip, like his “old father” Engaged in everything but “not his own”. 

Still, the reader fells that it’s not Rip Van Winkle, an author’s irony. However he is a shield which 
Irving obscures the pressure of “business like” “existent” and greedy fellow citizens. It was for nothing 
that he assured his circle of friends that greed was contagious, like a cholera and mocked the general 
American madness-desire to get rich suddenly. “For me having money, means feeling like a criminal” he 
said. The anti-bourgeois nature of early Irving – romance was reflected in the fact that he created in he 
works a special world, unlike the reality surrounding it. Here’s how Longfellow writes about the first col-
lection of short stories Irving about (“The sketch book”): “I was still a schoolboy when the book published 
and read many of my readers with an increasing surprise and contented subtle delicate atmosphere of nar-
ration; even the gray-brown cover, soft outlines of the headlines and beautiful clear front of this publica-
tion turned out to be an expressive symbol of the author’s style. 

In the legend of Sleepy Hollow, Irving paints an unthinking peaceful corner between high hills; on 
the days of the hollow a brook “cradling and casting a nap” slides. Irving is an excellent landscape painter, 
telling stories of him always organically merged with the surrounding landscape of the Hudson’s mighty 
water, chains of reddened hills, horizon, burning botanies, lead and purple tones of cliffs and cliffs of a 
high bank and a small boat on still water an integral part of the picture of a rural Dutch holiday where 
mountains are only present seductive spectacles house description Van Tassel a whole panicky house – 
like coziness abundance and rustic industriousness Irving tone – a mixture of admiration for “patriarchal 
antiquity” and soft irony: The inhabitants of the sleepy hollow are the descendants of the Dutch settlers. 
Their heads are full of devilry and derived from Europe which has grown due to Native American tales 
and traditions. This is a background for the development of the plot of the story, subsequent events seem 
to grow out of this background. The legend of the Headless Horseman s one of the superstitious stories of 
this region, the trick of Brom Bones over his rival in love, school teacher Ichabod Crane, gave a birth to a 
new legend, a terrible horseman allegedly throws his head at Crane the teacher mysteriously disappeared 
is carried away by a ghost, his spirit settled in a school building. 

Having put a new legend into the mouth of the village gossips and not forgetting to inform the 
reader that a broken pumpkin was found at the scene of the fight between Crane and the horseman in the 
morning. Irving thereby gives the novel a complete ring construction; he began the story with the argu-
ment that a sleepy hollow inspires dreams in any person – he ended up being the creator of an ironic le-
gend – a parody. 

But not only Irving laughs at the superstitious fellow citizens. Legends, superstitious and fantastic 
stories have found poetic charm for him: he willingly decorated his stories with them, although he forced 



310 

spirits and ghosts to play comic roles. The author pays special attention to the image of Ichabod Crane. At 
first it seems that this enormous figure is necessary for enhancing irony with the created legend: a teacher 
not only believes in any oral story about otherworldly forces, he is also read in “In the History of Witch-
craft” and other learned books. But then it becomes clear that the author didn’t endow Crane with repul-
sive features for a reason. Everything is caricatured exaggerated: a clumsy skinny figure (the author com-
pares it to a scarecrow, who escaped from a corn field), a nasty way to sing is alms, greed has eternally 
hungry. It is no coincidence that Irving expels him from his paradise – from the idealistic Sleepy Hollow. 
The metaphoric phrase “Damn him!”. In the plot of the story gets a material embodiment: the inhabitants 
of Sleep hollow is sure that Crane is a godsend for the devil. The same metaphor and in exactly the same 
tragicomic incarnation appears in the short stories “The Devil and Tom Walker” (from series “Traveler 
Tales”). This is an American Faustian, only with a parody coloring. As always with Irving, science fiction 
and everyday are intertwined, freely and directly entering one another. The fact that the fantastic is part of 
the real is firmly believed by the Americans of that time. The skinny and greedy Tom Walker, who is so 
greedy as Ichabod Crane, meets several times and bargains with the devil for a long time before conclud-
ing an agreement with him. For the superstitious Tom, the devil is the same reality as the next scuffle with 
a grumpy with a mean wife over a chicken egg. American Faust is also a very real image of a miser – a 
supplier from Boston. Tom Walker ruins his debtors, plays the stock exchange, profits from speculative 
fever, lays mortgages to foreclosure and hypocrisy diligently reads the bible, attends church. Religion is a 
screen for usurious affairs. This was mercilessly disclosed by Irving, pointing to hypocrisy, as a typical 
feature of American business. The devil takes Tom Walker in compliance with all the traditions of his in-
fernal craft: in a thunderstorm and in a storm, on a black horse, towards lightning. The ironic details of the 
onion author burst into this witching picture: the arrogant moneylender devil threw it across the saddle, 
Tom’s white night cap dangles to the side, and the wind ruffles his morning robe. And instead of bills, 
mortgages and gold, only ash, wood chips and shavings were found in the moneylender's chests. The 
theme of money-grubbing and an indefatigable thirst for enrichment repeatedly arise in Irving's short sto-
ries and each time is presented in ironic and satirical interpretation. In a country of business likeness and 
superstition, even the ghost of an ancestor turns out to be practical and far-sighted (“Dolph Heyliger”), one 
thought of wealth can raise the “Wolfelt Webber, or Golden Dreams” dying man from his deathbed. In 
Irving's tales, the dead and spirits obliterate countless lads, not wanting to give them into the hands of the 
living; the old sea pirate, and after death, does not part with the loot and, riding on his chest, rushes in a 
stormy stream through the very real “Devil's Gate” so that six miles from Manhattan. It is necessary to 
imagine the obsession of the then American reader, who was delighted with logical, black European no-
vels, whose place of action was medieval castles, ruins, cemeteries where people from graves were to un-
derstand and appreciate the irony of Irving in “Groom – a Ghost”, “Strange stories by nervous gentleman” 
and other short stories. 
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Научная конференция молодых исследователей, проводимая в Челябинском 
государственном институте культуры, все увереннее занимает свое место среди 
значимых научных мероприятий России. Она органично выкристаллизовалась из 
ставшей традиционной для вуза студенческой научной конференции, формы 
проведения мероприятий которой оттачивались десятилетиями. Однако пять лет назад 
организаторы увидели: традиционный формат научного мероприятия (пленарное 
заседание и несколько секций) в совокупности с возрастным цензом (только студенты) 
начал сдерживать потенциал развития сформированного вокруг института культуры 
молодого научного сообщества. Было реализовано предложение Управления науки и 
инноваций перевести конференцию на иной качественный уровень, привлекая к 
участию не только и не столько студентов, а магистрантов, аспирантов и молодых 
ученых. Был усилен формат научного мероприятия: единичная конференция 
трансформируется в цикл инновационных научных форм, предполагающих дискуссии, 
обсуждения, показы, презентации и проч. В течение четырех лет, во время которых 
проводилась апробация организационной инициативы, утвердился новый формат по 
сути интеллектуального праздника молодой науки, длящийся примерно две недели. 
Первая неделя, предшествующая главному мероприятию – научной конференции 
«Культурные инициативы», – зачин научной дискуссии, презентирование тезисов 
докладов и научных идей и их первое обсуждение, вторая неделя – рефлексия, 
осмысление исследований через призму услышанного. Последнее повлекло новое 
инновационное организационное предложение: обогатить сборник конференции 
статьями наставников – маститых ученых, докторов наук, профессоров, руководителей 
научных школ и прикладных исследований. Их оценивающее присутствие на научных 
мероприятиях мобилизует участников, настраивает на самую серьезную работу, а 
включение статей в сборник ориентирует в потенциале научных идей, перспективных 
темах, важных для ученого методах и технологиях исследований.

Серьезная работа конференции привела к четкому выделению в ее материалах 
корпуса статей, описывающих и/или анализирующих именно культурные инициативы; 
остается раздел, кумулирующий традиционные текущие исследования; выделены 
разделы, отвечающие приоритетным направлениям исследований, связанных с 
запросом времени или социальным заказом. В данном сборнике – это раздел, 
представляющий исследования, инициируемые годом Памяти и славы в России.

Сегодня уже можно констатировать, что молодые исследователи откликнулись 
на организационные изменения конференции «Культурные инициативы» с 
энтузиазмом, количество ее участников постоянно растет, увеличивается и объем 
сборника, что не сказывается на качестве отбираемых для публикации материалов.

Сборник размещается в научной электронной библиотеке eLIBRARY.RU.  
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