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Music appreciation refers to people's identification and appreciation of musical works. Objectively 
speaking, it is difficult to distinguish musical works simply by saying good or bad and right or wrong. 
People who need to appreciate musical works often have a certain solid theoretical basis of music, as well 
as a high aesthetic ability and a repect for musical culture. Only in this way can we have a deeper under-
standing of the emotion conveyed by musical works and, more importantly, understand that what is more 
important is to fully mobilize your brain cells in the process of enjoying music, and combine your own 
thoughts to produce your own perception of the works, as most of the musical works may be more abstract 
in their description. Apart from the emotional experience, we also need to have enough logical thinking 
ability to connect the stories in musical works to form a unified whole 

Everyone's subjective feelings are different. It's a very superficial appreciation to distinguish a 
musical work only simplistically. We need to deeply understand the culture and emotion conveyed in the 
music, so as to cultivate the sentiment and to improve ourselves, which is the real appreciation of music. 
In order to continuously improve our musical appreciation ability, we also need to listen to different musi-
cal works, experience different feelings, play different roles, experience different life experiences and 
enrich our knowledge of music. Only in this way can our musical aesthetic ability be gradually improved 
and developed to a higher level, Therefore, how the aesthetic ability of music and the cultural accom-
plishment of music can really help you achieve the deeper level of music appreciation is very important. 

Keywords: Music appreciation, Music Aesthetics, Music culture, importance 
Chapter 1. Music Appreciation. Music appreciation is literally a kind of appraisal and appreciation 

of musical works, but to really appreciate music it’s not just about listening to music. Musical works are a 
kind of work of art, which reflect the author's perceptions in their production and can reflect the life of the 
author in their specific social environment. On a deeper level is the emotion that the author wants to con-
vey to us, and the appreciation of their musical work is not so simple. 

The ear is our tool for music appreciation. We listen to music through the ear. When we listen to a 
piece of music repeatedly, we will continue to deepen our memory of the song, as the number of times 
increases, resulting in the whole song becoming a more profound memory. People often say that reading 
books is the same as appreciating music. At different stages of life, the feeling you get from hearing the 
same song is different. As we experience life more and more deeply, the emotional experience associated 
with songs will also be deeper and deeper. As a college student, we have not yet entered society, so per-
haps we do not feel too deeply about life, and the experience of many songs will also not be too deep. That 
requires us to have a certain musical aesthetic ability and experience of music culture to support our musi-
cal appreciation. 

Appreciation of music is a more active activity. Music connoisseurs not only listen to a song pas-
sively, but also fully mobilize their brain cells in the process of appreciating music. This requires the abili-
ty of the music connoisseur, someone who truly appreciates music in all forms. The purpose of music ap-
preciation is to improve the moral character of the connoisseur and to cultivate the sentiment of the con-
noisseur through the appreciation of the music work itself. Even in the process of music appreciation, it 
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can enhance the connoisseur's thinking ability and broaden our own cognition of music. Therefore, music 
appreciation is a very positive activity for everyone. The premise of music appreciation is that we should 
have at least some knowledge of music theory, some music aesthetic ability and an appreciation of music 
culture. For those who know that music appreciation is an activity, there is a need for some knowledge of 
music theory, but many people will ignore the aesthetic ability of music and the cultivation of music cul-
ture. In the next chapter, the importance of music aesthetics and music culture for music appreciation will 
be expounded. 

Chapter Two. The Importance of the Music Aesthetic and Culture Cultivation in Music Appreciation. 
The Importance of the Music Aesthetic. 
Music aesthetics refers to listening, feeling and appreciating music in the process of appreciating music, 

which is a psychological state formed by people in the process of appreciating music. The human body feels 
things mainly through vision, hearing, taste, smell and touch, but in the process of appreciating music, hearing 
naturally does not make the ear the most important tool for us to listen to sound, and secondly, vision also plays a 
significant role in music appreciation. Musical works do not only include pure music and lyrics, but so much 
more. Vision and hearing work together to complete the appreciation of a musical work. In fact, the most impor-
tant thing is to call on our inner feelings and to deeply understand the songs. 

For every music writer, the creation of a song is the process of realizing the emotion that the au-
thor wants to express through the form of the song. For every music connoisseur, the songs that resonate 
with our souls must be those that bring us to a deep understanding, the spirit and meaning of the songs that 
make us feel deeply. For example, “Yellow River Chorus”. Every time I hear this song, I cry, and my 
mind unconsciously thinks of how China was fighting, how we are engaged with the enemy step by step.  
This song conveys the spirit, inspired by generations of Chinese self-reliance. It is difficult for us to im-
agine how deep a person without patriotism can feel about the song, the emphasis of which is that the aes-
thetic ability of music combines the patriotic spirit of our thoughts associated with the song. Music aes-
thetics develops and matures in the process of cultural appreciation again and again. It can be seen that 
music appreciation and music aesthetics compliment each other, and rich music appreciation activities can 
improve music aesthetics. The improvement of music aesthetics will enrich the ability to appreciate music 
every time.  

Conclusion. Starting from the activities of music appreciation, this paper expounds the essence of 
music appreciation, and describes in detail the importance of music aesthetics and music culture and it’s 
cultivation in music appreciation. In the process of music appreciation, the aesthetic ability of music 
enables us to visualize the pictures described in music works within our hearts, and to create an image of 
the musical works themselves, creating our own emotional experience of the music itself. The cultivation 
of music culture enables us to accurately grasp the musical works, to understand the background of the 
times, the artistic techniques and so on, so that we can evaluate the music works themselves and exercise 
our logical thinking ability. In the third chapter, some methods can be put forward to improve music aes-
thetics and music culture, hoping to provide some help to music connoisseurs. 
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«Queen»  « »      (1970  1969 . ). 

  «Queen»       ,  «Led 
Zeppelin», «Roxy Music»,  ,  .      
1975 ,    «A Night at the Opera» [5]. 

  -         ,  
  -      -

  ( ),     , -
  - .      « »  

   ,  .     -
        , ó , . «  -

»    1978–1979 .,       
 [1]. 

         . ,  -
  «Queen»    1991 .     -
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,      « » [1]. 

 -     «Queen»  « », -
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      « ».  -
        ,   
  ,      .  

,   ,       -
    [2].       -

    « »    . 
     «Queen»     

.           
     .     « -

»    .    ,  -
            

 ,     ,  ,   -
 ,  « »   .     

«Mustapha»,    «Queen»    « -
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 . 
    «Queen»  « »      

   .   « »     -
 .    ,  

,   -  -  ( , ,     
« »).       («  »). -

           «A Night At 
The Opera» (1975)  «A Day At The Races» (1976). 
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 «Queen»          -
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(    bel canto);  -      
  [3]. 

    « » –   « » (   
. ,    .  « »,  1979 .),       

     .   
ó    , ,   ,   -

        ,   
  ,   ,  -    

, ,   ó       –   
  -     [1]. 
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albomov-1971-2001 (  : 15.03.2021). 
2.  «  .  » [ , , ] ([ .- .] 

. , , . «  i », 2004 ) // -  -
  : [ ]. – URL: http://www.sssrviapesni.info/kniga11.html (  : 02.02.2021). 

3. , . .     «Bohemian Rhapsody»  «Queen» / 
. . , . .  // . – 2019. –  53 (3). – URL: https://cyberleninka.ru/article/ 

n/pretvorenie-barochnyh-printsipov-v-bohemian-rhapsody-gruppy-queen (  : 21.12.2020). 
4. ,  .     Queen. 2006 . /  .  // MASSOLIT : 

    : [ ]. – URL: https://massolit.top/book/polnij-
putevoditel-po-muzike-queen (  : 22.12.2020). 

5. Queen : official site. – URL: https://www.queenonline.com/queen (  : 15.03.2021). 
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  ); 
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 ,   , . .    ); 
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       (Live Action Role Play),  -
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1. , - .   / - . . – M  : ABCdesign, 2013. – 312 . – ISBN 
978-5-4330-0024-7. 

2. , . . , , ,  / . .  ; . . . . 
 2 . –  : , 1968. – 350 . 

3. , . .        -  -
  / . .  //       

. . . , . . . – 2016. –  4. – . 98–106. – URL: 
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/rolevye-igry-zhivogo-deystviya-kak-sposob-aktualizatsii-sotsialno-
politicheskih-problem-sovremennosti (  : 03.03.2021). 

4. , . .    :    / . . -
 //   . – 2014. –  3 (47). – . 14–20. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE EASTERN SUBJECT 
IN THE WORK OF WASHINGTON IRVING 

In 1826, Washington Irving visited Spain as a member of the American diplomatic mission. The 
writer, who was in Madrid, was interested in the country’s past, social and ethnographic lifestyle. While 
working on matters of interest to the country’s archives, Irving began to study Spanish poetry with great 
enthusiasm. 

The American consul lived in the house of Obadin Rich and granted permission to use his famous li-
brary. The ancient manuscripts and rare books there captivated Irving. Irving also made use of the Spanish state 
archives and studied literary works, as well as invaluable historical material. The influence of Eastern culture on 
Europe, the period of Mauritanian domination in Spain, the struggle of the Spaniards for their freedom, all of 
these topics drew Irving’s attention as a writer. With great interest, he describes in his works oriental culture and 
the events that took place at that time, and skillfully realizes the goal he set for himself. 

Among his works on Spanish history are The Invasion of Granada (1829) and The Legends of the 
Spanish Invasion (1835). Irving manages to create unique historical and artistic works about Mauritanian 
Muslims living in the provinces of Granada. 
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It is well known that many works dedicated to the Muslim culture of Spain in the Middle Ages are 
fascinating because of their historical reality. The romantic approach in this period is not accidental. Be-
cause the conquest of the Iberian Peninsula by the Moors, the recapture by the Spaniards as a result of the 
Reconquist movement (the Spanish term Reconquista is used to mean the liberation of Spain from Arab 
occupation) did not fail to interest the American writer. The period of the eight-hundred-year reign of the 
Berbers, whom the Arabs and the Europeans called the Moors, is one of the most interesting periods in 
European history. 

Naturally, Irving had a deep knowledge of the Reconquist and Arab-Spanish history. Irving ex-
presses his interest in such a historical event in his History of the Conquest of Granada. The author men-
tions that he used translations of medieval manuscripts in the play. In the play, the writer describes the 
romantic spirit, the heroism and bravery of the Mauritanian warriors, as well as their failures. 

Irving reads many medieval sources before writing his works on the Spanish theme. He reads 
these works not only in English but also in the original language. 

There is no information in Irving's biography that suggests he knew Arabic. Therefore, how the 
author incorporated information from sources written in Arabic remains a mystery. However, in his me-
moirs there are records of Som (Semitic) languages. The fact that the author encounters Arabic numerals 
in his memoirs shows that he also had a certain knowledge of Arabic. 

With the exception of the materials on early medieval Muslim Spain, there is a slight distortion of 
the facts in the comparative analysis of the historical generalization used by V. Irving in relation to the 
present day reality. 

A comparative analysis by Irving of historical generalizations from various sources testifies to real 
scenes of the conquest of Spain by the Muslims in the early Middle Ages, with some minor inaccuracies 
and errors. It is clear from the author's historical generalization that the foundation laid by the Prophet 
Muhammad in the seventh century for the Arab-Muslim invasion was widespread in Spain in the second 
decade of the eighth century. 

In 711, Musa ibn Nusayr, the commander of the Umayyad Caliphate, who conquered North Africa 
in the 8th century, sent Tariq ibn Ziyad, one of the leaders of his army, to Spain. In the same year, an army 
of Arab-Berbers led by Tariq ibn Ziyad occupied the southern part of the Iberian Peninsula. These lands 
came to be called Jabel al Tariq (Mount Tariq) in honor of the invader. Arriving in Europe with his small 
army, Tariq ibn Ziyad conquered the entire Iberian Peninsula in only three years (711–714). 

In 756, the judges of Baghdad decided to establish an emirate that was not dependent on the Ab-
basids and whose capital was Cordoba. Abd ar-Rahman I, a Umayyad chief, fled to Morocco after being 
crushed by the Abbasids. He later reunited with his supporters in Syria and returned to Spain, easily rec-
laiming the lost lands. 

The fall of the last Arab Muslim emirate of Granada in the 15th century is one of the most tragic 
episodes in their eight-hundred-year colonial history. The capture of one of the Christian castles by the 
Muslims in 1482 served as an excuse for the war started by Ferdinand II. After a decade of war, Granada 
was lost in 1492 by the last Arab emir, Abu Abdullah. Since then, Granada has come under the control of 
Spanish Christians. According to legend, the inhabitants of Granada took the keys to their homes with 
them, hoping to return to their homes in the coming days. 

Folklore also has a great influence on the formation of V. Irving's work. The author widely used 
oriental traditions and legends in his works. That is why The Invasion of Granada is of great interest to the 
reader. 

Irving writes about the artistic-historical sources in the introductory part of the historical work, 
which is written on behalf of the author Antonio Agapida: “These, however, are too precious to be suf-
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fered to fall into oblivion, as they contain many cu-rious facts not to be found in any other historian. In the 
following work, therefore, the manuscripts of the worthy Fray Antonio will be adopted whenever they exist 
entirely, but will be filled up, extended, illustrated, and corroborated, by citiations from various authors, 
both Spanish and Arabic, who have treated of the subject. The manuscripts them-selves are carefully pre-
served in the library of the Escurial” [3, V. 1]. 

(It should be noted that such interesting facts are not found in the work of any other historian). 
As Irving begins to write the Chronicle of Granada, unlike his predecessors, he expresses his 

views on issues such as the just and unjust war, humanity yesterday, today and tomorrow. In doing so, 
Irving did not aim only to describe the Spanish-Arab wars. In addressing this topic, the author seeks to 
look at historical reality from a unique perspective, including the problems of humanity, and seeks to ex-
press and analyze it using social, philosophical, historical, and political processes. 

In The History of New York, which is devoted to the author's fictional authorial history, there is 
an interest in the question of history and historical color. His interest in Spain is reflected in the author's 
works, for example, in The Invasion of Granada, he gives a fair and objective assessment of the history of 
the Arab-Spanish War. In the introductory part of the work, he writes, substantiating his views: “Before 
entering upon the history, it may be as well to notice the opinions of certain of the most learned and de-
vout historiographers of former times relative to this war. Marinus Siculus, histo-rian to Charles the Fifth, 
pronounces it a was to avenge the Ancient injuries received by the Chris-tians from the Moors, to recover 
the kingdom of Granada, and to extend the name and honour of the Christian religion. Estevan de Gari-
bay, one of the most distinguished among the Spanish historians, regards the was as a special act of divine 
clemency towards the Moors, to the end, that those barbarians and infidels, who had dragged us so many 
centuries under the diabolical appression of the absurd sect of Mahomet, should at length be reduced to 
Christian faith” [3, V. 1]. 

(Before telling the story, we respect the opinions, experiences, and knowledge of historians who 
witnessed the war). 

The late Charles Fifth’s historian Marinus Siculus, says that the return of Granada by battle was a 
great blow to the Moors and a real revenge war to protect Christian values. Estevan de Garibey, the most 
famous of the Spanish historians, considers this war to be a state of emergency created by Allah against 
the Moors. By drawing your attention to the above, we imagine Irving's preconceived notions, i.e., as-
sumptions. His sarcastic attitude towards the phrase “Muhammad’s nonsensical sect” and his attitude to-
wards Muslims, as with “barbarians” and “atheists,” all add to the spiritual value of Christianity. Irving 
later cites similar quotes from the famous Jesuit historian Padre Marian in Spain, but they also say that this 
is the author's opinion: “Having these cited high and venerable authority for considering this was in the 
light of one of those pious enterprises denominated crusades, we trust we have said enough to engage the 
Christian reader to follow us into the field, and to stand by us to the very issue of the contest” [3, V. 2]. 

(Considering the opinions of the esteemed scholars mentioned above, many opinions have been 
expressed that would attract the attention of the Christian reader, and we believe that the statements made 
in this regard refute them all). 

Apparently, religious bias, as well as the political-ideological task, occurs in all cases in a one-
sided manner. Yet the general spirit of the work is that the destiny of these people is the problem, along 
with the values that surround them. 

Washington Irving was able to create a remarkable work of art based on historical documents, the 
conquest of Granada by the Spaniards. He is the author of Marino Siculo (Lusio Marino Siculo, Cosas 
Memoriabiles de Espana), Estevan de Garibeya (Estevan de Garibay, Compend Hist. Espana) and Mariana 
(Mariana, Hist. Espana), as well as the Arab historian Abdulkasym Tarif ibn Tariq (Abulcasim Tarif Ab-
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entigue), historical materials and works about the history of Spain. The author skillfully created an unpa-
ralleled work about Granada using the historical materials and legends of an Arab author. 

The main idea of this historical work is to draw attention to the idea of humanity. Based on a 
comparative analysis of the works of Arab and Spanish authors on history, the author criticizes the fabri-
cated, erroneous and conjectural views of Christian authors about the calamities inflicted on the Spaniards 
by the Arabs. Probably for this reason, the work written during this period did not achieve its true value. 
Irving acknowledges that the Arabs played a major role in the rise of Spanish culture. For example, Henry 
Perez, a scholar of Arabic-Andalusian literature, points out that Spain placed the indigenous population 
first and considered Islam and Muslim culture to be the main ones. However, the British scientist U. 
Montgomery Watt, on the other hand, acknowledges that the Arabs had a decisive influence on Spanish 
culture. Indeed, as historians acknowledge, in the IX–XII centuries the Arabs dominated the spiritual and 
material life of Spain. 

The author says he used Arabic and Spanish manuscripts to create The History of the Granada In-
vasion. In this work, Irving draws on the works of authors such as Kura de Palassios, Bleda, Abdulkasym 
Tarif ibn Tariq, as well as information based on historical facts about the history of Granada. He acknowl-
edges the positive influence of the Arabs on the development of Spanish culture. 

Gaydar Bammat, author of The Prophets of Islam, praised the role of Muslims in the development 
of civilization and quoted Gustave Le Bon as saying: “they have become a hotbed of culture. He explains 
this idea as follows: “The innumerable inhabitants of these lands, who are in the hearth of Islam, are par-
ticipating and cooperating in the greatest spiritual and material civilization, which was once recognized by 
the world” [1, p. 21]. 

Washington Irving was not influenced by Spanish historians who had insulting views about the 
Muslim community. Proof of this is the use of the author's invented method in The Invasion of Granada, 
as well as the use of descriptions of an unknown medieval Christian monk. Irving portrays the Spanish 
king Ferdinand as ruthless and immoral. He tells the story of a fictional historian who captures a Muslim 
city by trickery and deception. Boabdil, the last governor of Granada, is portrayed as a brave, courageous, 
but tragic figure, despite being an evil and unstable politician. Irving mentions with joy and praise the 
Mauritanian warriors who fought heroically to defend Granada. The writer describes Muslims as kind, 
compassionate, courageous and hardworking people. He accuses Christians of cruelty and bigotry. He 
makes no secret of his disappointment at the savage and brutal destruction of Europe in the Middle Ages, 
as well as the collapse of the elegant and cheerful Mauritanian culture. 

William Prescott, a famous 19th-century British historian, writes: “It is with regret that I say that 
there was no need for poetic and historical research after The History of the Conquest of Granada. Irving 
was able to perfectly describe all the wonderful events of this romantic period”[2, p. 7]. 

Washington Irving visited the Algambra Palace Complex while writing A History of the Occupa-
tion of Granada. Irving planned to spend only four days in the ancient Mauritanian castle of the XIII–XIV 
centuries Algambra, but ended up living there for almost four months. After returning to his homeland in 
1832, the author wrote a book of short stories, “Algambra”, which was published in the same year. In 
1851 the book was published for the second time with changes and additions. In the first edition, the au-
thor does not indicate from which Arabic sources the materials were derived. However, a 1851 edition 
states that the famous scholar, historian, and literary critic Ahmed al-Makkari at-Tilimsani (p. 1591–1631) 
used the work “The Scented Scent of Andalusia, and the Legend of its Minister Lissan ad-din-ibn Khati-
ba”. The English translation of this historical work was made by the Spanish Arabic scholar Pascu-al de 
Gayangos in 1840-1843 and was published in two volumes [4, p. 1]. 
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Makkari, a great Muslim historian who lived in Spain in the late 16th 
century and died in 1611, wrote the book Literary Essays on Arabic Literature and History in Spain. This 
book was published in 1855–1859. Obviously, Irving used the manuscripts of this book. This play depicts 
the different levels of life, customs and traditions of the Spanish people, including the occupation, mentali-
ty of the population. Many of the historical facts described in the play are not limited to major cities such 
as Córdoba and Granada, but are spread throughout the country, based on comparisons and analysis of 
cultural development. 

The trip to Granada left an indelible mark on the writer’s literary heritage. In 1829, Irving wrote to 
Catherine Dobril, the wife of the Russian ambassador to Spain, with boundless enthusiasm about the lux-
ury of the palace. The writer describes to Ms. Dobril the patterned halls of Algambra. As a result, this le-
gendary feature of the East is reflected in the short stories and illustrations of the book “Algambra”. 

Irving makes a number of additions and changes to the 1851 edition. In the section on travel to 
Granada, the author considers it his duty to mention that this trip was accompanied by Prince Dolgorukov. 
Dolgorukov was one of the top officials at the Russian embassy in Madrid. According to the author, in 
1851, Prince Dolgorukov was appointed the Russian ambassador to Iran. After visiting the city of Granada 
and the Palace of the Algambra, Irving decided to learn more about the history of the kings and the palace, 
and made extensive use of manuscripts and materials from the Jesuit library. The author's fluency in Span-
ish allowed him to use ancient manuscripts in writing his works. Irving draws on a number of works by 
the Arab historian al-Makkari and other Arab scholars. The play also uses the manuscripts of the traveler 
Ibn Battuta and Miguel Lafuenta (Alcantara) as well as ancient Arabic manuscripts as sources. 

Among the oriental works of Washington Irving, The Life of the Prophet Muhammad and His 
Successors (1849–1850) occupies an important place. The play depicts a biographical portrait of the 
Prophet Muhammad, the founder of Islam. The main purpose of the author was to inform the English 
reader about the life of the Prophet Muhammad and the essence of the struggle for Islam [5]. 

Conclusion. Washington Irving, in his book The Life of the Prophet Muhammad and His Follow-
ers and in his Oriental-themed History of the Granada Conquest and Algambra, reflects the geography and 
history, folklore and ethnoculture, spiritual and religious lifestyles, customs, and traditions of the East. 
with the author's deep knowledge and understanding of the psychology of the Eastern man. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FRENCH VOCAL SCHOOL  
IN THE 18TH CENTURY 

French vocal art as a national phenomenon developed in the second half of the XVII century. The 
founder of the national opera and vocal school is Jean Battiste Lully. The opera house in Lully, which was 
heavily influenced by the tragedy of Corneille and Racine, demanded from the singer a profound recita-
tion. This performing style became a defining one in the French school of singing. 

In the European musical culture of the XVIII century, Italy and France became the two major 
schools of opera. In France, the opera arose with the musical characteristics of the Italian style. Under the 
initiative of King Louis XIV and the continuous creation of composers such as Lully and Rameau, the 
French Opera was established. It was a style of lyric opera with tragedy at its heart. At the same time, phi-
losophers represented by thw thinker Rousseau launched a campaign against Italian songs. Enjoying the 
spiritual transcendence shared by the masses and the common people, they stride forward in the direction 
of comic opera. Different composers in different historical stages, each representing opera fragments, 
comprehensive music analysis helped to sum up the Classicism approach. The historical context of the 
transition and prosperity of French opera from lyric opera to comic opera in the early period has led to its 
unique musical style. 
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Classicism defined the style of acting in France in the XVII–XVIII centuries, which influenced the 
formation of the national vocal school. There was a strict artistic canon, according to which each feeling 
received a specific expression in the voice, facial expressions and gestures. 

An outstanding actress of both classical tragedy and comedy, was Marie Chanmelet (1642–1698). 
Chanmelet used the contrasts within her voice on stage, the expressiveness of which was combined with 
strength, psychological richness, and the dynamics of sound, stretching from whispers to powerful peals. 

The creator of the French classical opera was Florentine Jean-Baptiste Lully (Giovanni Battista 
Lully, 1632–1687). Since the 50s of the XVII century, he headed all the court music institutions, receiving 
the status of “music superintendent” and “Maestro of the royal family”. Since 1672, Lully was appointed 
head of the “Royal Academy of Music” and at the same time secretary and adviser to King Louis XIV. 
Lully became the founder of the opera genre – “lyrical tragedy” [3]. 

The basis of Lully's musical style is recitative and declamatory. The composer found examples for 
his recitations in French tragedy, while attracting dramatic actors to recite the libretto of future operas. The 
main principle of recitation was the preservation of the syllabic principle. With the death of J. Lully 
(1687), the French “lyrical tragedy” was on the decline, and at the end of the XVII century it experienced 
a crisis, the main cause of which was the contradictions of the court absolutist culture of France. 

In the development process of French comic opera, as early as around 1661, playwrights have 
tried to integrate French background and French music and other materials into Italian comic opera and 
finally replaced Italian with French, advocating simple, clean, and natural styles, which influenced the 
embryonic form of French comic opera. After the Italian troupes were expelled from Paris in 1697, the 
comic operas they left behind continued to be performed everywhere, but in a simplified way. 

From 1750 to 1752, there were two trends in the themes of French comic opera. Aimed at adding both 
sarcasm and a joyous atmosphere. The representative writers are Ferridol (F. A. Danican Philidor (1726–1795), 
Andre-Ernest-Gretry (1741–1813)). The other kind of expression is full of enthusiasm, as represented by Doo-
ney (Egidio Romualdo Duni, 1709–1775) and later by Monsini (PA. Monsigny, 1729–1817), Etienne Mehul, 
1768–1817, and Boadio (F. A. Boieldieu, 1775–1834), etc. As for music, continuous harmonic recitation is not 
used extensively, coexisting with music in the form of “telling the truth” [1]. 

In 1752, Rousseau completed his opera “Le Devin du Village”, which was premiered at Fontai-
nebleau. It is an operetta with chanting and narration. It was performed at the Paris Opera in 1753. In that 
year, the performance was relatively successful; the singing and music parts were outstanding. The stage 
performance and singing were both natural and simple. In terms of music, the name and form can be de-
scribed as Italian Intermezzo, including both recital and aria, which are used for accompaniment by 
strings, flute and oboe. Combined with the characteristics of Italy and France, the opera includes recital, 
aria, ballet scene, and chorus. The rhythm rules of the recitative part are not changed in other parts of the 
music so that the phrases are clear and easy to understand. 

The work of Christoph Gluck (1714–1787) helped to overcome the crisis of the aesthetics of the 
opera house. However, despite the historical progressiveness of Gluck's operas, the vocal art of France at 
the end of the XVIII century is significantly inferior to Italy. French performers lack vocal technique, the 
beauty of voice, and cantilena. 

After the great revolution in France, the relaxed nature of traditional opera had been unable to sa-
tisfy the people. With many aesthetic needs, people were eager to see opera more reflective of real life. 
The composition of the opera works needed to conform to the historical, philosophical cultural trends.  

The political and cultural center of Europe in the 19th century was located in Paris. As the carrier 
of music culture the plays reflected the collision of various literary trends of thought. 
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The fusion of music and drama radiated Freedom, Equality, and Fraternity and was the ideal and 
pursued in the subject matter, scenery, characters, and performance of the opera. There were great break-
throughs and innovations, which inspired the form of comic opera, the operetta. New art forms inspired 
emotional resonance among the public, promoting flexibility and the freedom to create. 

With the rapid development of the European economy, all kinds of lyricism and satire evolved. 
The opera came onto the stage of history and became the mainstream of aesthetic appreciation at that time. 
The French composers focused on extracting creative inspiration from real life and were good at using 
traditional folk music elements. The performance of the opera emphasized the inner feelings of the charac-
ters. It was a novel creation with a comedy color permeating through the music form and music content 
showing the fate of the poor people of that time. 

In the XVIII century, French performance experienced a crisis. The affected recitation, which is 
typical in Lully's work, becomes irrelevant. The reform of opera art, informed by the age-old development 
of thought and the activity of encyclopedists, is connected with the work of Christoph Gluck. Gluck's mot-
to – “truth, simplicity, naturalness” – becomes the basis of the performing style of French opera singers. 

Despite the historical progressiveness of Gluck's opera reform, the vocal art of France at the end 
of the XVIII century cannot compete with the Italian one. This is easily explained by the declamatory na-
ture of French operas, which do not contribute to the development of such qualities as a cantilena, the 
beauty of timbre, and other fluency techniques. 
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Представленный вниманию научного сообщества России и 
зарубежных стран очередной сборник материалов «Культурные 
инициативы» подтверждает право и возможность научной конференции, 
инициированной Челябинским государственным институтом культуры, 
стать инновационной площадкой для экспертного обсуждения 
инициативных практик, проектов, тем, предварительных или 
окончательных выводов молодых ученых. На страницах издания – 
разноплановые публикации: тех, кто еще только определяет свой 
научный путь и действует под руководством наставников, предлагающих 
исследовательские темы и формы работы, кто уверенно и 
самостоятельно входит в пространство инициативных исследований, чьи 
статьи послужат основой для кандидатских и докторских диссертаций  и 
тех, кто в силу своего статуса – эксперта, доктора наук, рецензента или 
консультанта задает тон, высокую планку, направление, общую 
стратегию научных изысканий XXI в. – от первого опыта до эталона.

Конференция прирастает новыми формами и форматами работы, 
органично включает в себя уникальные современные направления и 
аспекты исследований, обогащающие ее и выводящие на более высокий 
содержательный уровень – в этом году в рамках мероприятия была 
апробирована инициатива кафедры режиссуры кино и телевидения 
Челябинского государственного института культуры (зав. кафедрой 
Н. В. Тележников) по организации диалога специалистов (настоящих и 
будущих) в формате научно-исследовательской лаборатории 
креативных индустрий «Кино на ощупь: XXI век». Научными 
руководителями и инициаторами такой работы выступили Ж. Р. Дви-
нятина (Санкт-Петербург), М. В. Онипкина (Москва) и Н. В. Тележников 
(Челябинск). Доклады участников, прошедшие экспертный отбор, 
включены в одноименный раздел сборника.

Сборник в целом подготовлен в Год науки и технологий и каждая 
статья в нем показывает состояние проводимых в мире исследований 
в сфере культуры (коммуникаций, отношений, чтения, образования, 
художественных практик). Однако выделен и отдельный раздел «Ученые, 
вершившие науку Южного Урала», в который вошла статья о жизненном 
пути удивительного ученого, практика доктора медицинских наук 
Н. А. Кошурниковой, основанная на архивных документах.

Единение усилий в познании окружающего нас мира – это самое 
главное, чего мы хотим достигнуть. 
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